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THE END OF THE THIRD ROUND---STILL A DRAW

THE WESTERN FRONT FROM SOISSONS TO NANCY
Shaded portion ihowi ground gained and itill held by Germana a\to\A Verdtm

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of "The Great War," "They Shall Not Paa.."

I p y r i g.h t 1916.The Tribune Ass'n

___>No*ranb_r marks a psriod which
may well be accepted as the end of the

oopaign <..'" 1916. It is conceivable, it is
evrn proba* __, that in the next few months
«.<* shal! see the extension of several oper-
itiong now proceedinp. W« may se. the
fall of Bapnume and Peronne, wemay see

r_he ru e Germans in the south¬
east and Um capture of Bucharest; but
these wo'j1. J he at most merely the eom¬

pletion of incidents of the campaign of
the current year. Actually, the length of

ud the weather eonditions must put
i term to larger Ftrategic conceptions for
the pre o-

What, then, shall one Bay of the third
.r.i your of the war? To

borrow the phrasc of the prize ring, the
. -our.d, the campaign of 1914, was in

«i. largi r MBM a triumph for the Allies.
-fainst tb. <i-*rman occupation of Bel-
pum and much of Northern France
t-ere frtood the Russian occupation of
w equal amount of Austrian territory,
»nd 99 1 .. ?he Marne, the battles

' F___d_n. the battles about Lemberg,
****. more than a counterbalance to the
tvly Genr.an successes in the West and
the ringle decide victory of Tannenberg,
derisive because it saved East Prussia.

I he Second Round
But the Meoad round, the campaign of

.***15, was even more incontestably a suc-

¦*.» for the er.tral Powers. ln the West
'¦*** wa* the victory before Ypres, _ig-
r-*li«ed by the use of poison gas; there
**-r* the B-cceeaful repul_e_ of Allied at-
.**.*_ in Champagne and Artois, while in
'h Eait there waa the tremendouf battle
*.*.*¦* at the Dunajec and the invasion of
****«1_, whirh carried the troops of Aus-

T» »nd Germany deep into Russia, re-

nined practically all that had been lost
'**. jear before in Galicia and gave Rus-
'**.. Poland to Germany. Finally there
**.* the brilliantly successful drive
'knwigh Serbia to Bulgaria, which
cruthed Serbia and bound Constantinople
10 Berlin. In this category, too, must be

.^koned the succesaful Turkish defence
°' Gallipolj and the Austrian repulse of
Jtalian attacks at the frontier.
In 1916, however, the advantage has

^fed apain, ]eaa deoisively perhaps, but
¦^dly feu patently. Ia the larger _ense
*.*.** seen'the loss of the initiative by thc

^r**t*»ng, which was, to be sure, lost in
*****, but was regained in 1916; it has
""fc the crushing defeat of all but one of
**¦. Gern__n strategical conceptions, and
*» grxiy victory of importance haa been
***j aot against Germany'a earlier foee.

'but against a new enemy, brought into the
conflict by a conviction that the defeat of
the Central Powers was not only certain,
but imminent.an expensive miscalcula-
tion. it would appear.

Let us go back for a moment and ex-

rmine the situation as Berlin saw it in
January, 1916, just about two months
before the real campaign of the .present
year opened. At that moment German
High Command reckoned that Russia was

out of the war for a long time, as a result
of the defeats of the previous vear. This
was a correct calculation; Russia was out
of the war for at least five months. In
this time it would be safe for Germany to

ignore Russia, as she had choM-n to ignore
Russia in 1914.

Berlin'* (.'_l-.ul_ti.on

At the same time Berlin calculated that
the British army would be mcapable of
effective interposition in the West for a

long time. This was a correct calculation,
lalso. It was not until July 1 that the
British army reached a condition that
l!*eemed to the French eommander in chief
sufficiently good to warrant the opening
of a general offensive. Berlin eould cal-
culate and did calculate that for a con-

siderable time.half a year, as it turned
out, although Berlrn both in the case of
Britain and of Russia grossly ovcresti-
mated the time.there would be only
France to face an attack, as there had, to

all intents and purposes, been only France
in 1914.

Further than this, there was the prob¬
iem of Italy. But the Balkan situation
had been cleaned up. Austria had a

reserve of troops freed by the destruction

jef Serbia, Bulgaria eould be relied upon
with Turkish aid to look after the Sarrail
forces at Salonica for an indefinite period
iof time. This calculation was wholly!
sound. Therefore Austria might turn her
attention to Italy, crush through the Tren-j'tine fr<«nt and enter the Venetian Plain,'
taking up the historic position in th.

guadrilateral, conquering Venetia and
i.bolishing the Italian peril to Triesta.
With such disasters as were thus to be

prepared, Italy might be expected to suc-

cumb, to break into revolution and dis-

appear from the war.

In sum total, then, Berlin began the

campaign of 1916 with two clear oh-

jectives: __. German effort was te bt* di-

reeted againit France with the design to

crush Frame and compel her to make a(
f-eparate peace; the Austrian effort was to;
b« directed againat Italy with a Buniiar,
purpoae. Britain waa to be Jgnored, Ru»-'

_ia to be held lightly; If France and Italy
were disposed of, their turn would come.

We know that all of these plans failed.
The great German effort at Verdun lasted
five months; it cost half a million casual¬
ties and it gained nothing important, for
the small seetions of the actual defences
of Verdun which were captured were sub-

.equently relinquished. As for the Italian
venture, it terminated about the time the
Russian attack in the East began. At the

<ut_et it made more progress than* the
Verdun drive; at the crest of the wave it

.-_emcd as if it would realize its main pur¬

pose; but now the Italians hold all of the

ground thry lost on the Trentine front,
save- a few miles of unimportant territory.

French Strategy

Allied strategy in this time conceived
the following plan: French High Co_B-
mand, which dominates the whole Allied

strategy, accepted the gauntlet of Ger¬

many and undertook to hold off the Ger¬
man flood for the period in which Britain

and Russia were necessarily unable to

strike. During the better part of five
months the heroic task of France was to

hold, with the clear understanding that if

the holding were successful Russia and
Britain would strike as soon as they eould

get ready.
We percrive how this French coneeption

worked out. First the (ierman attack on

Verdun was checked and turned into th.
bloodiest repulse of the whole war. Then

Russia, being at last ready, Btruck in Vol-

hynia and Galicia, took 400,000 prisoners,
an enormous booty of guns and supplies,
reeonquered more than 10,000 square miles
of Austrian territory, including the whole
of the Bukovina. This Russian thrust be¬

came so menacing that Austria had to re-

call troops from the Italian front, and no

sooner were these troopa recalled than

Italy reoceupied practically all of the lost

territory on the Trentine front and, step-
ping out along the Isonzo, gathered up
Gorizia, advanced materially on the road
to Trieste and took a large booty and

many thousand prisoners.
The Somme Offencive

Meantime the British, at last being
ready, launched their first real offensive
in the Somme Valley, aided by the French,
who gave the lie to all German claims that

France was exhausted by taking as many

prisoners and as much ground as Ger¬

many had occupied about Verdun. The

Somme attack began in July, and in No¬

vember we still see it progressing with

gains, not large, but unmistakable, .still

l-eing made on a wide front.
The successes of the Russians, the

Franco-British forces and the Italians had

their effect in Rumania, and Bucharest
joinsthewar. The result is this: A great
army, with which the Germans had been

praparing to strike Russia ar.d regain tha

lo»t ground and prestige of the summeri

campaign, is drawn off against Rumania.
It wins material victories, it clears Tran¬

sylvania, partially occupied for a moment
by Rumania, while a Turko-Bulgar army
under Mackensen Bweepa into the Do¬

brudja and takes Constanza.

Here is the only considerable German
success. It wards off a deadly blow in

shining fashion. But, if Rumania suffers,
Russia profits, and the blow planned
against the Russiaris has been abandoned;
the Russian successes in the summer

stand. More than this, for the moment,
at least, the German Transylvanian army
under Falkenhayn is stopped; if it re-

mains checked the net effect will be that
Germany and Austria have seen four hun-
'dred miles added to the front they must

guard with inferior numbers and resources

against a foe still increasing in numbers
and material.

An Ameriean Parallel

Americans can find a good parallel for

the Rumanian incident in the following:
¦Suppose that in the second year of the
Civil War the North had persuaded Mex¬
ico to attack the Confederacy. Suppose
that Lee had sent Longstreet to meet the
new thrust and he had won a shining vic-

,tory and driven the Mexicans back over

the Rio Grande out of Texas, whirh they
had invaded, and even occupied a portion
of the Mexican coast, including Vera Cruz.
Such a success would have abolished a

new danger; it would have encouraged the
South and depressed the North, but it

WO-ld have weakened the South by just
the number of men and the amount of ma¬

terial expended in the successful cam¬

paign. It would have still further weak¬
ened the South if lt remained necessary
to leave Longstreet with his troops along
the Rio Grande.
The measure of the victory over Ru-

maniu is the measure of the danger warded
off, so far as the Central Pow**rs are con-

cerned. The measure of the Allied defeat
is the extent to which a great opportunity
Ito win a sweeping victory has been lost

through mistakes that remain incredible.
But it is a foolish thing to reekon that the
Rumanian defeat has deprived the Allies
of all the profit of Rumanian intervention.
It has done nothing of the sort. On the

c-ontrary. if Rumania is not entirely con-

quered, the ultimate profit will be to the

Allies, because a new demand will thus
be made upon German resources by tht

opening of a new front which must b.

permanently manned. In the aame way,
Russia will have escaped a new blow anc

will have had time to prepare for a thrust,
if one comes later.

Finally. to round out the score, Treb-

izond and Erzerum in Asia Minor hav.
l.een captured hy the Russians, together
with moat of Turki»h Armenia, and thii,

iciucb more than counter-alaace. the Bnt-

fish diaaater at Kut-el-Amara, which led
|to the aurrender of 10,000 troopa, mainly
native.

If one is to meaaure the results upon the
map one will say that Russia has taken
all of the Bukovina, with much of ea»teni
Galicia, she has taken Czeraowitz, Stan-

islau, Kolomea, she has retaken in her
own terntories the fortresses of Lutsk
and Dubno, she has lost nothing, anywhere,
and in Asia she has taken Erzerum and

Trobizond.

Alliei' Round on Pointg

France has regained a few square miles
of territory only, subtracting the losses
before Verdun from the gains in the

Somme, but she has beaten off the eeoond
great attaek which threatened her with

|iiestruction. Italy has taken Gorizia and
drawn near to Trieste,-afhile repulsing the
Trentine drive. Britain has continued
her systematic conquest of German East

Africa, the last and best of German colo-
nics, now almost eompletely conquered.
To balance this what has Germany

achieved? With Bulgaria and Austria
she has overrun the Dobrudja, she has

cccupied perhaps 5,000 square miles of]
Rumanian territory and the city of Con-j
stanza. With her allies she has repulsed'
the Allied armies aiming north from Sa-

lonica, and the Rumanian armies, which
for a few days overran much of Tranayl-I
vania. Certainly on this statement there;
is no mistaking the fact that the cam¬

paign of 191*5 belongs to the Allies on

points, to use the prize-ring parlance,
always conceding that there has been no

knockout and that no knockout is in sight.
Yet the really important thing is not

the territory occupied, but the question
cf human resources. Neither the Russian
advance in Galicia nor the Mackensen
("rive in the Dobrudja can be compared
with the effect of other circumsTanee's upon

the progress and prospecta of the war.

The most signincant thing about the year
1916 is that it has seen the arrival of
Britain, speaking in the military sense.

Humaa Regource*

In the campaign of 1914 the British
never had 150,000 in line at one time, and
tiieir losses must have been close to

75,000. In the campaign of 1915 the
britiah may have had 500,000, but th-

troops had very small tactical value, as

was proven first at Neuve Chapelle an 1
than at Loos. All through the Freneh
operations in Artois the British were un-

able to render effective aid, and they
lacked both guns and munitions all
through this time.

But in the campaign of 1916 the Britis"*.
have had upward of 1,500.000 in line, and
they have approximately 3,000,000 trained
reserves behind them. They have heavy
brtillery that surpasses both the Freneh
and the German and their supply of
munitions is rapidly mountin*f* to the point'
which insures them permanent auperior-

ity over the Germani ln their front More-
over, the army which now facei the Ger¬
mans is not at ita highest point of effi¬
ciency, despite the fact that German gen-
erals have testified to iU progress. Not
before the campaign of 1917 shall we see

the British army at its best.
Beside this development the entrance

of Rumania is of small moment, for it
added but 800,000 first line troops, with a

reserve of about equal numbers behind lt
For two years the chief purpose of Alliet*
strategy has been to ward off the German
blows in the West until the British eould
jirepare. This purpose has been realized.
'ihe British are prepared, they have in-
tervened effectively to take the burden
ofl the French. France has not been de¬

stroyed, as Germany expected, before the
British eould get up, and we have had
both at the Somme and before Verdun
lecent proof of the force that is still left in
the French army.
Having thus looked at the Allied view of

the thlrd campaign, let us glance at the
German calculations. First of all, there
is no longer any German dispute aboui
Verdun; that is recognlzed aa a defeat and
confessed in the retirement of Falkenhayn.
Second, there is a full recognition of the
Austrian defeata in Galicia. Such dis-:

pute as there is concerns the number of

prisoners taken solely; aa lor the Gorizia

victory, the map proves it and there can

U no dispute. But the German looks a.

these things differently.
Germ-ny'. Hope

In the German mind Germany is en-

paged in a defensive war against four

great and several minor powers, with Aus-
tria-Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey as al¬
lies. In this war Germany haa occupied
vast areas as a result of her initial vic¬
tories. If she can hold these conquered
territories she will emerge a winner from
the war. So far she haa held all but a

small fraction and in Rumania she has
broken new gTound. Actually, Germany,
to take the Berlin view, haa herself lost

nothing in 1916, and her allies have had
no serious loss.

Looking westward, Berlin proclaims that
after five month'i the Allies have made
only insignificant gains, which, according
to British official f gures, have cost the Brit¬
ish over 400,000 casualties. The German

expectation is for a drawn battle hence-
forth. Germany expecta that the Allies
will wear themselves out against her de-:
fensive lines. She expecta that long be¬
fore her lines break financial exhaustion
will overtake her foea. She believe* that'
her substantial success in holding her lines
this year points toward the realiaation of
her dream of a peace made on the basis of
the map as it stands, which would be a

"victorious peace."
At the beginning of the year Germany

still hoped for a conquest That hope;
uied in Galicia and before Verdun. Ger¬
many is ready to talk peace on the basis
of things as they now are in Europe. She
will not talk on any other basis because.
she believes that things will remain as

they are, in the main, until her enemies
wear themselves out. _-h« regard* the

Ipaat campaign aa a auccees beeauee R haa
not taken from her any aaaantial part of

;her conquesta. She regarda it as a auc-

^ess becausa, a new enemy having ap¬
peared, ahe haa been abla to defeat this
new enemy in hrilliant fashion and may
conceivably extend her vietory to the oo

cupation of moet of hia territory.
Battle Still a Draw

A comparison of the two points of view
must inevitably lead to the conclusion that
the third round of the world atruggle haa
been a draw, in so far afl the queation of
a knockout is concerned. Quita aa clearly,
it neema to ma, a decision baaed upon
points muat go to the enemiea of Ger¬
many. But a decision In the matter of
pointa ia of merely passing value, alnce
tha struggle is described on both sides aa

a fight to tha finish.
Accepting thia etandard of measure

ment, it aeema to me quite clear that tha
progresa of tha campaign of 1916 doaa no.

suggest tha immediate approach of a

knockout On tha G-erman statement of
the case it has become a defensive battle,
so far as tha Central Powera ara con¬

cerned. But I ean aaa nothing to eug-
rest that this defensive battle will not ba
maintained in 1917. Tha delusion tha;
Germany is now failing in man power has
lieen pretty fairly controirertad in receti:

months. We may see, we probably ihail
see, a shortening of the German linea ln the
West before the end of the campaign of
1917, but this will not mean any immediate
change in the whole situation.
The truth of the thing aeems te be this:

If Germany can hold the road to Con-
stantinople, if she can keep Ruaaian Po¬
land and Serbia and retain Turkey and
Bulgaria in the war aa her alliea, she will
win the war, even if she has ultimately to
evacuate Belgium and Northern Franco
and stand on her old frontier. Aa lon*;
i s the situation in the Balkana remains ai

it now is, Germany will control the road to
the East, and thia ia the prize of the*.war
tor the (iermans. Conversely, there is nu

npparent proapect of a succeaaful advanr*
from Salonica that will reach the Danube
cr from Rumania that will arrive a»

Sofia.

Tho Campajgn ol 1918

Unless Germany can persuade Ruaaia to
tr.ake a separate peace, ahe will next year
br* subjected to far greater pressure, much
heavier lossea in men and probably fa«*
greater loasea in territory, than ahe has
s-uffered in 1916. The campaign of 1916
haa pretty well demonatrated that Ger¬
man attaek in the West ia hopeleaa. but it
has not proved that Allied attaek in the
West will inevitably reach the Rhine. It
has abolished all the hopea of an early
[.eace, save among the few Americans who
are unable to perceive European condi¬
tions as they are and imagine that tha
people of the nationa at war, aa contraate I
with the governments, are ready to make
peace at any price.

Perhaps the thing that the campaign nf
1916 most clearly points to ia the moral
ccrtainty that there Will be a campaign of
1918.


